
time to bu, a tree for Israel and Ha-
dassah Sa~mento offers a number
of tree Certifieatcs and \Vater Certifi-
cates_ You <:an use them to memorial-
ize or to honor a person or an e"enL

The need to reforest major art"as
in Isr ••el has become a Zionist impc.ra-
tin. The war waged by HC7holiah in
northern Israel has destroyed millions
of trees and more than 13:000 acres
of land. This loss will seriousl" affect
the ecological balance that t~ brinK
to the environmenl.

To plant a tree in Israel through JNF,
contact Alice Cartwright at
alicemcartwright@yahoo.comor
916-489-0215 or visit www.jewishsac.org.
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g For more information about NextDor
te and upcoming programs please visit

www.nextdor.org or to sign up for the
next Sacramento Tree Plantin&, visit
www..sactree.com

~~:I~r~c~e~ilifj:1~~~~:.nhut
in recent years Isrdel has been in the
midst of a wine re,·olution. Varieties
of top quality wines art" being made
llt some 200 family-owned boutique
wineries in the rolling hills above the
i\ Icditemmean Sea. mountains and
deserts of Israel.

While some might be skeptical
that Israel's arid climate can cubi-
vate bounties of fabulous grapes. one
Napa Valley nati\'e knows othen,;sc,
and his start-up business, Isrdel 'Nine
Company, is I>rin~ing the finest Israeli
wines to the doorsteps of American
wine lovers.

Ari Erie spent mlleh of his child-
hood in the Napa Valle)', where he
became enchanted and intrigued by
the world of \vine and winemaking.
During his freshman year of college
in Israel, he fell in love \\<ith both
the ancien I land and its people. He
Icft the college path to sen'e in the
Israeli Paratroopers Brigade and later.
graduated from the Hebrew L"nivet5i~-
in Jerusalem, tr.t'·eled the world and
wooted himself to community devel-
opment.

When Ari assembled all the
pieces, he decided to combine his
poassion ror Isnlel and its pe'OPle"ith
his comminnenl to W'inanaIcing. As
fate would ha''e it, his Israeli father-
in-law has been gto"in~ grapes in
the rolling hills abm"e the :\1ediler-
ranean for more than 30 years. They
are vine'llrds that he and his father
planted ~'hen they came to Israel as
immigrants from Turkey;

Before long Ari and his Is-
rdeli-born wife }{eren retumed to
California's "ine-eountrv, where An
honed his "inemaking skills. stud~ing
Viticulture and Enology ilt L"C Da,is
and ;o.;apa\"aJk,. CoIIe:ge~

Combini _ bas b~ for both

lands, An launched his own Inter-
national W'memaking label, ERLE
\Vines, fcatur;nK artisan crafted
Samignon Blanc, Carignane. l\Ierlot
and Argaman, fmm his father-in-Iaws
Mold "ines~ in Isrdel, and Syrah and
Carignane from California. Making
win<.'S from both Israeli and California
J1;f3pes under the same label is unique.

In recent ,cars \\ine IO\'ers and
critics have ~ome vocal about their
IO"e of wines from small, family-
owned vintners in brael, which has
inere:ased their demand. In response,
Ari founded the Israel Wine Company
,lOd its wine club, which offer c-.:clu·
sive Israeli wincs ne\'er hefore sold
in the US, with H 100% satisfaction
guarantee.

~Ibrough my work in the Napa
Vallc)' with somc of thc "cst winemak-
ers in the world at thc nest 'cult' win-
eries. I\'c tasted man' \\incs that cost
between S 1()(). 1.000 a bottle. This
~e maLes me "..ith the ~Ip 01
my~in<nWang coIkagu<. -""
qualified to help .-\mericans choose
the best Isrdeli "ines. Those that I
select for my wine dub are either cho-
sen or disqualified through a rigorous
'blind' Wting panel of winemaking
~rts," said Arl.

.-\ri~ "on.. has eooo-ohedinto much
mon"than~ wiae..
Hc said, "'Jl,rough the "me du 1
give American consumers the chance
to support small Israeli vintners and
the land. The club also presents a
great opportunity to celebrate ye[
another one of Israel's unique gifts to
the world!~ J).

To learn fl"IO(eabout the Erie Fam-
ily International Wine Project and the
Israel Wine Company. Of to contact An
directly. please e-mai f1r, £: ~
-.o::r-~a ~ ~
~OI- ex-

mailto:alicemcartwright@yahoo.comor
http://www.jewishsac.org.
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http://www..sactree.com

